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principal goals of standardization processes is earning the consent of the people.
As indicated in chapter 5, Ramoén Menéndez Pidal - one of the founding fathers
of the contemporary language ideology — clearly saw the importance of accepi-
ance: “Cabe la propaganda en favor de tal o cual forma lingiistica igual que
cabe la propaganda en favor de tal o cual idea politica.”

64 Prince Felipe is also Honorary President of the Fundacién San Millin de la
Cogolla, another institution created in 1998 for the promation of the Spanish

language.
65 “The Monarchs® official trip to Brazil has served 10 promote Castilian in that
country . . . and to stimulate the presence of companies from our country, which

is now the main foreign investor there,”

66 “Now I call upon you to internationalize our culture; to make our arts, letters,
cinema, music, science and thought known and appreciated by everyone every-
where.”’

67 The emphasis on the international characier of the Spanish language entails the
erasure of the power relations which explain its history and i1ts present statvs as a
dominant language. While this book was in production, the contradictions
implied in the discourse of universality came to the surface when King Juan
Carlos, participating in the 2001 Cervanles prize spectacle, stated: “Nunca fue la
nuestra lengua de imposicion sino de encuentro; a nadie se le obligd nunca a
hablar en castellano: fueron los pueblos mas diversos quienes hicieron suyo, por
voluntad libérrima, el idioma de Cervantes™ (£ Pais, 25 Apnl 2001; “*Ours was
never an imposed language but onc which represented the chance to meet on
common ground. No one was ever obliged to speak Castilian, it was the free will
of the different peoples and nations to make the language of Cervantes their
own."") It is beautifully ironic that in responsc to the outraged reaction of Catalan
and Basque nationalists, the Spanish Royal House hurried to clarify that the
King's words referred not to the relationship between Spanish and other Therian
languages but Lo the expansion of Spanish in the Americas.

68 In the same vein, the King had also given his royal endorsement to the *Primer
Congreso de la Lengua Espafiola,” held in April of 1997 in Zacaiecas, Mexico, a
gathering of Spanish and Latin American writers, linguists and journalists
intended 1o strengthen the international image of the Spanish language and to
discuss the issues associated with its presence and use in the media.

69 *‘Since December 1998, the RAE does not make any decisions without consulting
with the other academies; just as King Juan Carlos asked me to do when I was
elected director.”

70 “Until the beginning of the century, all the directors of the Academy were
members of the Toison. I have asked the King to reinstate the tradition.”

71 On 7 September 2000, Ef Pais reported on Garcia de la Concha praising the
Spanish and Latin American members of the language academies and describing
them as working side by side (*‘codo con codo™}.
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