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Review by Christopher S. Butler

In July 1995, the functional li nguistics community was $iocked and
deegply saddened to hea of the sudden and urtimely deah of Professor
Leocadio Martin Mingorance, of the University of Cérdobe, Spain. Martin
Mingorance s work, combining the Functional Grammar of Simon Dik
with the lexematics of Eugene Coseriu into the lexicdly-based Functional
Lexematic Model, began the process of developing the Functional
Grammar conception d the lexicon into a model which integrates
semantic, syntadic and pragmatic aspeds of lexemes within a framework
in which bah paradigmatic and syntagmatic patterning find their place

Prominent among Martin Mingorance's coll aborators were Pamela
Faber and Ricado Mairal Uson, whose determination to cary on and
develop the line of reseach pioneaed by their friend and mentor has
resulted in the present volume. Their aim in this bod is impressvely
ambitious: to give ax acourt of the English verbal lexicon which nd only
systematises the meanings of lexemes within a hierarchicd framework, bu
also demongtrates the principled conredions between meaning and, onthe
ore hand, the syntadic complementation petterns of verbs, and onthe other
hand, patterns of conceptuali zation in the human mind.

Such an endeavor is entirely compatible with the tendency towards
lexicdly-based approaches in modern grammeticd theory. This ift in
paradigm is explored in the first part of Chapter 1 o the bodk, where
developments in lexicology and lexicography are reviewed in relation to
their impad on linguistic theorising. Matters of psychdogicd adequacy and
computational implementation are dso dscussed.

Chapter 2 provides an overview of Functiond Grammar,
concentrating on the role of the lexicon, as a badkgroundto the integrated
onamasiologicd mode of lexicd description represented by the Functional
Lexematic Model, within which Faber and Maira’s own propcsals are
situated.

Chapter 3 provides a more detailed picture of the Functional
Lexematic Model and hkegins to outline Faber and Maira’s own proposals.
The scene is st by discusson d the often-criticised concept of ' semantic
fidd (relabeled as ‘domainin the Functional Lexematic Modd), and its
relationship with cognitive and generative linguistics, and with a number of
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approachesto lexicd semantics. The dminthe Functional Lexematic Model
istofindakind d onamasiologicd organization d the lexiconwhich will be
consonant with what is known o the organization d the mental lexicon.
Faber and Mairal arguethat ahierarchicd paradigmatic model comes closest
to this goal, bu aso that the paradigmatic organization d the lexicon into
domains and subdamains is the basis for predicting the syntagmatic
behaviour of lexemes, insofar as this is represented in syntadic
complementation petterns. Hierarchies are developed through detailed,
battom-up analysis of entries in a range of mondingua dictionaries, the
guiding principles being those of definitional analysis and lexicd
demmpasition. Faber and Maird’s aim is to develop Herarchies, and their
associated complementation petterns, for the whale of the verba lexicon,in
order to achieve aglobal charaderisation d the design o the English
vocabulary. Here, as throughou the bodk, methods are explained, and
arguments made, through the analysis of an impressvely wide range of
semantic domains and their attendant syntax.

In Chapter 4, the relationships between the semantic and syntadic
behaviour of verbs are explored in much greaer depth, through dscusson o
three types of lexicdly-redized parameters which pay a part in the
generation d clause structures. Grammaticd parameters are those which
have adirea effed on complementation, and include duration, tempora
seguence, iteration, inception, achievement, cessation, causation, conation
and fadivity: optiona parameters are those which are semanticdly present,
but nat necessarily syntadicdly redi zed; while ontextua parameters ad as
clues for contextua setting. An important claim is that the greaer the
semantic scope of alexeme, the greaer is its variation in complementation
behaviour.

Chapter 5 completes Faber and Mairal’s extension d the Functional
Lexematic Model, by providing an acourt of the relationship between
lexicd structure and cognition. A key concept here is that of the predicae
schema, which integrates paradigmatic and syntagmatic information abou
an individual lexeme, a lexicd subdamain, a a whoe domain. Predicae
schemas at the subdamain level are acorded particular importance in the
model, as they represent the links between the lexicd maaostructure and
individual lexemes. The aithors demonstrate the power of the predicae
schema gproad in explicaing the systematic relationships which uncerlie
many metaphaicd extensions of meaning. Chapter 6 concludes the bodk
and presents an overview of the main claims.

Faber and Mairal’s bodk is most welcome & this dage in the
development of functional linguistics, in presenting a thought-provoking,
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challenging and at times controversial acaurt of lexicd patterning andits
relationship with meaning, syntax and cognition. It is sure to give rise to
discusson which will take us even further forward on the road to a
functional acount of language which responds to the aiteria of
pragmatic, psychdogicd and typologicd adequacy so strongly advocated
by Dik. It also represents a fitting tribute to the pioneaing work of a
schoar who was able to take an asped of Dik’s theory and develop its
patential: Leocadio Martin Mingorance



